
Date: February 3, 2023 
To:    Members  of the Alas ka United Methodis t Conference 
From:  Bis hop Cedrick D. Bridgeforth 
Re:    Call for Annual Conference Ses s ion 2023 
 
United Methodis t Followers  of Chris t in the Alaska United Methodis t Annual Conference, 
 
With this  letter, I call the regular 2023 ses s ion of the Alas ka United Methodis t Annual 
Conference to meet on the dates  lis ted within to attend to its  regular bus ines s , gather in 
worship and explore impactful s ervice opportunities . 
 
This  year’s  theme for the Annual Conference Ses s ions  held acros s  the Greater Northwes t Area 
will be “Go and do likewis e,” centered on the familiar s tory of “The Good Samaritan.” In this  
parable (Luke 10:30-37), we find characters  who exhibit a ttributes  of s ervanthood, piety, mercy, 
and grace. Their intent and impact make a difference, especially cons idering the religious  and 
his torical context and societal norms  present when J es us  firs t shared this  s tory. Thes e 
characters  hold up mirrors  for us  to s ee ours elves  more clearly and open windows  to 
pos s ibilities  beyond our imagination. 
  
As  we come together this  year, we continue our ques t to find ways  of gathering that will support 
our need to tend to our spirits , be in community, conduct bus ines s , and honor the space we may 
need between us  at times . The world is  changing. We mus t be nimble and attentive as  we live 
within the parameters  of our new realities . To this  end, we will hos t AC2023 in person, with 
hybrid options  available for thos e who choos e to join online. All voting members  will have the 
s ame acces s  and privilege of participating regardles s  of the member’s  choice to be in-person or 
online. 
  
DATES and LOCATIONS 
Our Area-Wide Conference will begin with the Bishop’s  Ins talla tion and Opening Ses s ion at 
Aldersgate United Methodis t Church in J uneau, Alas ka, which will be lives treamed on Saturday, 
May 20th. The clos ing s es s ion for the area will be on Thursday, J une 15, 2023, in the evening. 
The clos ing ses s ion will be lives treamed.  
  

ALASKA CONFERENCE  
J une 4-6 at Fairbanks  Firs t United Methodis t Church in Fairbanks , Alaska. We will gather 
on Sunday morning with worship, followed by the Clergy and Laity Ses s ions , a  brief 
bus ines s  s es s ion, and dinner. Monday will include reports , legis la tion, awards , and 
celebrations , and conclude with the Memorial Service. Tues day morning, we will 
conclude any bus ines s , have the reading of appointments , and clos e with the Service of 
Commis s ioning. Prior to thes e dates , there will be an online Clergy Ses s ion with 
interpretation on May 25. All Alas ka Annual Conference details  will be pos ted and 



updated on www.alas kaumc.org/ ac when they are available. Annual Conference 
members  will be receiving regular email communication. 

 
Regis tration will be s ent to members  along with more information at a  la ter date. Regis tration 
will be required to receive voting credentials , and the deadline will be firm because it is  es sentia l 
as  we prepare for a  new model of conferencing. Gues ts  will be able to watch the proceedings  
lives treamed via  each conference’s  YouTube channel. As  your new bishop, I am grateful to have 
this  opportunity to s erve with you in what will be my firs t regular s es s ion of conference. 
  
SPECIAL SESSION 
There will be a  Special Ses s ion on May 6 for the s ole purpos e of voting on the approval of 
churches  that wish to dis affilia te from The United Methodis t Church. That is  a  painful reality, but 
it is  their choice to do so. We will work diligently and faithfully with each of those faith 
communities  and our conference trus tees  to ensure they complete their due diligence in 
advance of the Special Ses s ion. We will releas e a s eparate call letter and regis tration 
information for this  s es s ion with more information clos er to the s cheduled date.   
When we gather, it is  pos s ible that there will be s everal dis affilia ting congregations  unable to 
complete the proces s  this  Spring. That may neces s ita te another s es s ion in the Fall to a llow all 
others  who are ready to complete their proces s  and leave The United Methodis t Church before 
December 31, 2023, when the special provis ion in the Discipline allowing their departure expires . 
  
PREPARATION 
As  you might imagine, we have many details  to work out between now and when we meet in 
Special and Regular Ses s ions . I solicit your prayers  and your patience. I a ls o hope you will 
cons ider how you and those in your minis try s etting view yours elves  (mirror) and look into your 
communities  (window) as  you live out the teachings  of J esus  in Luke 10:30-37. What are you 
learning and sharing about s ervice to and among others? Where is  God calling you to show up 
and do good? What impact are you having in your community or through your organization? 
  
I have faith that our conference leaders  and s taff will continue in s tellar s ervice to you. They will 
ans wer your ques tions  as  they aris e. My reques t is  that you “go and do likewis e” in all the 
places  God calls  you to s erve. 
 

 
Bis hop Cedrick D. Bridgeforth 

http://www.alaskaumc.org/ac

