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I am writing to introduce and nominate Terry Sherwood for the Alaska Conference Outstanding 
Layperson of the Year. Although I have only known Terry for a little bit less than a year, I can 
wholeheartedly say that there are few lay people I have ever met who are more committed to 
caring for their church family and furthering the ministries of their local church. I am convinced 
that there is no one here in Girdwood more committed to our shared ministry than Terry, and 
that includes past and present pastors. 
 
In small churches, leaders often wear multiple official and unofficial hats. Right now, Terry 
serves as our lay leader, interim-treasurer (a role she served prior to being lay leader), lay 
member to annual conference, Food Pantry chairperson, women’s Bible study leader, and helps 
out frequently with children’s ministry events (day camps, VBS, and more), along with helping to 
lead worship. 
 
In this season Terry embodies her gifts for ministry in these various roles. But her greatest gifts 
for ministry, and gifts to our church and community, would be lived out and embodied no matter 
what “hat” she was wearing. Terry is a true “people-person.” She loves people and wherever 
she is, she is doing her best to live our mission: Love God, Love Others, and Change the World. 

 
Over and over again I see Terry reaching 
out to invite people into community - 
whether that is Sunday worship, Bible 
study, or simply going on a walk with a 
small group of folks. I see Terry calling and 
offering rides to worship for folks who 
wouldn’t make it otherwise, including some 
of our unhoused neighbors. I see Terry 
offering prayer and testimony of her faith 
to people in distress. And always the 
teacher, I see Terry time and time again 
including children with bubbles, games, 
dance parties, and asking them what 
prayers they bring on their hearts as well. 

 
Throughout this crisis, Terry has been working incredibly diligently to ensure that our Food 
Pantry is keeping up with community needs, financially sustainable, and providing more than 
just the basic necessities of nutrition. Terry is creating meal kits, shopping lists, managing 
volunteers, interfacing with the Food Bank of Alaska and Children’s Lunchbox in Anchorage, 
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and navigating new procedures for a federal program we are enrolled in. It is thanks to Terry’s 
leadership that the Girdwood Food Pantry is now also consistently reaching families in Whittier, 
as well as Portage, Bird, and Indian. 
 
Terry’s connections around our community through her years of service in many ways are 
helping Girdwood Chapel’s ministries - especially now through the Food Pantry - continue to 
grow and find new partnerships. In addition to being a retired 
Girdwood teacher, Terry has also formerly served on the 
board of a local youth ski club and our local nonprofit health 
clinic. She is incredibly active in our local Lions’ Club as well, 
serving as an officer, present and proudly wearing her Lions’ 
vest for all their community events, and constantly inviting 
others (her pastors included!) to join with the Lions in serving 
the community. 
 
A great recent example of Terry’s community commitment 
was our graduation parade for all the Girdwood and Whittier 
graduates unable to have a normal ceremony. The Lions and 
Rotary clubs were volunteering to help with traffic, and there 
was Terry (along with fellow Girdwood Chapel member Vicky) 
perched with her Lions Club vest and bubble makers.  
 
Perhaps what I appreciate most about Terry is her willingness 
to share her faith through her own personal testimony. I often feel like we live in a time when 
people struggle to put words to their faith. Yet time and time again Terry offers up her 
experiences with God to comfort and inspire others. I am thankful beyond measure to work 
alongside someone of such deep faith, boundless joy, and enduring commitment.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Nico Reijns 
on behalf of the congregation of Girdwood Chapel 
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