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Upcoming Events 

February 6 - 8 Leadership 

Development Training, St. 

Louis, MO 

February 28 - March 1, 

Winter Leadership Team 

Meeting Anchor Park UMC. 

March 2 Spring Newsletter 

Deadline 

April 17- 19 Western 

Jurisdiction Quadrennial 

Meeting, Tempe, AZ 

TBD Spring Leadership 

Team Meeting 

TBD Summer Newsletter 

Deadline 

TBD Summer Leadership 

Team Meeting - ZOOM 

TBD Annual Gathering 

Newsletter Deadline 

September 17- 21 Fall 

Leadership Team Meeting – 

UMC of Chugiak 

September 18 - 20 Annual 

Gathering 2020 – UMC of 

Chugiak 

TBD Mission u Events 

TBD Winter Newsletter 

Deadline 

May 20 - 22, 2022, 

Assembly 2022 will be in 

Orlando, Florida. 

Greetings Alaska United Methodist Women! 
As one of your newly elected co-presidents, I am honored and excited to send the first official 

greeting to our membership since we met for Annual Gathering in September. Many of you were able 

to attend that event and I’m sure that you’ll agree it was one of the best. I’m still smiling as I 

remember the “fashion show” and birthday cake commemorating 150 years of UMW. And to know 

that we’re still going strong! If you weren’t able to come to Annual Gathering this year, I encourage 

you to view the Alaska United Methodist Women Facebook page and see photos. It’s not too early to 

mark your calendars for next year’s Annual Gathering which will be in Chugiak, September 18-20, 

2020. 

You’re probably aware of the possible/probable changes coming to the United Methodist Church in 

the near future. In February of this year, a Special Conference of the United Methodist Church 

strengthened a ban on LGBTQ clergy and same-sex weddings. As a result, there has been deep 

dissension over the move that many feel will bring our denomination closer to a formal split. 

Progressive and conservative church leaders alike are increasingly convinced that their differences 

are irreconcilable 

Although none of us know how this will all “play out,” let me reassure you that United Methodist 

Women will continue. Possible plans and changes have been discussed for over a year at all levels 

of leadership. Some of our members will be attending Leadership Development Training in February 

where newly elected officers learn more about their roles and responsibilities. Unlike other years, 

however, this year’s program will also be addressing General Conference 2020 and preparing for 

leadership AFTER that takes place in April. It’s an exciting time to be a United Methodist Woman! 

If you are interested in attending the Quadrennial meeting in Phoenix, April 17-19, 2020, registration 

is now open. National directors are elected at this event which happens every four years. Alaska has 

been honored to have had three directors: Susie Smalley, JoAnne Hayden and Susan Williams, who 

is currently in that position. Susan and Jenn Miller are our nominees for director at the upcoming 

event. Registration information can be found on the Western Jurisdiction website. 

https://www.wjumw.com/ 

Whenever I talk with women at Annual Gathering and at Mission U events and hear what local units 

are doing in their communities and church, I am always amazed. Life is crazy busy, whether you’re 

going to school, a mom with kids (age doesn’t matter—they ALL need you!), working full-time or 

retired with multiple volunteer commitments. Days often just don’t have enough hours. But great 

things are being done! And it’s all of YOU that help make them happen. I think I speak for Linda as 

well as myself when I say we are still humbled and honored to be part of the Alaska conference 

team, and to be a part of you, the strong and incredible women of Alaska. As I’ve said before, it’s a 

great time to be a United Methodist Woman! 

May your day be filled with peace and love and laughter. 

⎯Debbie 

 

 

  

https://www.wjumw.com/


January 2020 

 

Alaska United Methodist Women Leadership Team 2020 
Co-President Debbie Pintsch dpintsch@gci.net 

Co-President  
(beginning 1-1-2020) 

Linda Heim lindalouheim@gmail.com 

Vice President Jennifer Miller Alaskan_miller_girl@yahoo.com 

Secretary Carolyn Lopez clopez.casa@gmail.com 

Treasurer (until 1-1-2020) Linda Heim lindalouheim@gmail.com 

Treasurer (beginning 1-1-2020) Brenda Overcast obcloudy@gmail.com 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator Debra Gerrish jdgerrish@alaska.net 

Social Action Coordinator & Dean Lori Staats staatslori@gmail.com 

Membership Nurture and Outreach Vacant 
 

Publicity & Program Resources Jane Ginter ginteralaska@gmail.com 

Chair, Committee on Nominations Nora Ribbens noraribbens@gmail.com 

Committee on Nominations Northern Region Vacant 
 

Committee on Nominations South Central 
Region 

Vacant 
 

Committee on Nominations Southeast 
Region 

Sandi Hicks Sandi17@gci.net 

Kenai Peninsula Region Ari Schablein schablein16@gmail.com 

Racial Justice Task Force** BJ Eldred beldred5545@yahoo.com 

Racial Justice Task Force** Kelly Marciales Kellymarciales@gmail.com 

Racial Justice Task Force** Megumi Beams morikawabeams@aol.com 

Racial Justice Task Force** Ruby Nofziger rknofziger@gmail.com 

** Other Task Force members: President, Mission Coordinator for social Action, and Chair of the 
Committee on Finance 

Historian Crystal Feaster kindnessmatters@hotmail.com 

Legacy Liaison Julia Smith juliamoose@gmail.com 

UMW National Director Susan Williams smwilliams@gci.com 

Western Jurisdiction CON Barbara Mitchell cbmitch@hotmail.com 

Western Jurisdiction President Judi Nibbelink judiannaz@msn.com 

Alaska United Methodist Conference 
Superintendent 

Carlo Rapanut alaskaumc@gmail.com 

Alaska United Methodist Conference Bishop Elaine Stanovsky bishop@greaternw.org 

UMW National Mission Institution AK Child & 
Family, Spiritual 
Life 

www.missionresourcecenter.org 

UMW National Mission Institution Nome Community 
Center 

cs@missionresourcecenter.org 

Websites & Email Address Alaska UMW 
Facebook page 

alaskaumw@gmail.com 
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“Born on Third Base” by Chuck Collins 
A Book Review by Barbara Mitchell 

Chuck Collins is the great-grandson of the founder of Oscar Meyer meats. He was born with a 

substantial trust fund waiting for him when he came of age. When he was 26 years old, he determined 

he had not done anything to earn the trust fund and gave all the money away to charity. 

I think the man is a modern-day prophet. He is warning us that if we do not change our ways, we will 

soon have a country that no one, rich or poor, wants to live in. He points out that no one is a self-made 

millionaire/billionaire. Everyone depends on highways, bridges, schools and teachers, policemen, 

firemen, government subsidies/scholarships, water systems, sewer systems, oil and gas companies, 

government funded research, etc. No one would be where they are today without these infrastructures 

that are supported by the government and therefore, our taxes. He points out that many wealthy people 

pay accountants to find ways for them to avoid paying taxes. One example I found interesting was that 

FedEx uses this method to only pay 4+% of their profit in taxes, whereas UPS pays 27% because they don’t avoid paying their share. 

There are many of these little tidbits throughout the book. 

I liked that Mr. Collins gave answers to help with the situation. One was the Resilience Circles. These are circles of 10-12 people from 

the same neighborhood that get together once a week to help each other out. They make lists of their needs and resources so they can 

share what they have with the others. Someone needs a babysitter, someone can babysit. Someone needs a ladder; someone has a 

ladder they can lend. Someone needs veggies, someone has a garden that produces more than they can use. On and on it goes. 

I really like this book because it was a “privileged” person speaking to the “privileged” and the rest of us. I don’t know how many rich 

people will read this book, but maybe Mr. Collins can get them on board. Oh! I forgot. Chuck Collins has many friends in high places, 

including Bill Gates, Sr. Can’t think of anyone better to help with the effort! 

A VERY good read! 

 

  

 

Calling u 

Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Event 

April 17-19, 2020 

Doubletree Inn in Tempe, Arizona 

 

$250 scholarships available for qualified applicants. Go to wjumw.org for more information. 

 

Emphasis will be on climate justice with guest speaker, Katharine Hayhoe, a renowned climate scientist and 

advocate. 

 

Saturday night’s banquet entertainment will be provided by the Yellowbird Native American Dancers. There 

will be workshops, fellowship and meaningful worship and plenaries. Directors for the next quadrennium will 

be elected. 

 

Go to wjumw.org to register today! Hope to see you there! 
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STYLE at the Annual Gathering 
The 150th Anniversary of the beginnings of United Methodist Women were celebrated in STYLE at the Annual Gathering September 21 

and 22 meeting. Members of the Conference team and a few friends dressed in the style of each decade from 1869 into the future. Our 

Narrator, Pastor April Hall, told about all the things United Methodist Women were doing in those time periods. From starting the Jesse 

Lee Home in 1890 to financing reindeer herding in 1906 which eventually started the Nome Community Center, United Methodist 

Women have been active in Alaska and around the world. What a fun celebration! 
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Nome Community Center Thanks United Methodist Women! 
Thank you so much for your support of the 

Nome Community Center from the proceeds 

of your silent auction at the annual gathering. 

We are truly blessed. Through your 

generosity we are able to care for elders and 

families. We invest in the youth who are the 

future leaders of our state. Thank you for 

your part in helping us to support our 

community. 

Thanks so much!! 

Rhonda 

Rhonda Schneider 

Executive Director 

Nome Community Center 

907-443-5259 

rschneider@nomecc.org 

 

 

SPROUT in Homer Thanks United Methodist Women! 
When we took the diapers and baby 

items to Sprout the staff was so excited 

because they were really needing 

diapers. They published a thank you in 

their newsletter which said: 

Our gratitude to the Alaska United 

Methodist women! Together they 

donated to Sprout approximately:1,125 

Newborn size 1 diapers.1325 size 2 

diapers,1,700 size 3 diapers 625 size 4 

diapers, 975 size 5 diapers 225 size 6 

diapers and 175 size 7 diapers. Plus a 

few more needed baby items. This 

generous kind donation is valued at 

$1,200. Thank you Alaska Methodist 

Women for helping parents nurture their 

sprouts from the very start! 

Thank you Alaska United Methodist 

Women for contributing so generously 

to Sprout in Homer for your Tangible 

Giving Project for Sprout this year! 

⎯Megumi Beams and Ruby Nofziger, 

Homer UMC 

 

mailto:rschneider@nomecc.org
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Homer UMW making hygiene kits for the border 
Homer United Methodist Women 

packed 200 hygiene kits to send to 

people at the border to give to 

immigrants who are coming to the 

boarder. The kits are much needed and 

include: a tooth brush, tooth paste, band 

aides, nail clippers and a comb as well 

as a wash cloth and a towel. 

Ten people spent about two hours 

packing the kits. They were blessed by 

the Pastor Lisa Sunday morning during 

the children's moment. Homer United 

Methodist Women are always trying to 

think of ways to contribute to the 

community and the World. 

⎯Megumi Beams and Ruby Nofziger, 

Homer UMC  

Now is the Time! 

 

Please consider joining your legacy with ours by supporting the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign to carry the mission forward in 

making a difference in the lives of women, children and youth in the years to come. 

Together, we are building our legacy! 

A Legacy Builder moves forward the mission of United Methodist Women by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more to the Legacy 

Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of United Methodist Women’s 150th anniversary. Just as our foremothers invested in our future in 

1869, gifts to the Campaign will ensure that United Methodist Women continues to prepare future generations of women to practice 

mutuality in mission, working to transform the lives of women, children and youth in deeper and even more impactful ways. 

To date $29,021,864 of the goal of $60,000,000.00 has been contributed. We are almost half way there! Don’t forget a Day of Giving, 

March 23, 2020. Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org to give. 

Report from Nora Ribbens 
Hello Dear Women of Alaska, 

It was a JOY to spend time with many of you at Annual Gathering in Soldotna. I am a little reluctant to use the word JOY these days. 

Whenever I do, I chuckle and think of the “Does it bring you Joy” lady, Marie Kondo. I have several friends who have gone through this 

process with clothes and other things around the house. For those of you who don’t know what I’m talking about, look it up. It’s an 

interesting and apparently very positive effective experience for people. I admit I haven’t read any of her books and probably won’t. Her 

premise is to unclutter your life and rid yourself of things that no longer bring you joy. I recently did a pretend altered method with my 

clothes. I really needed to empty my closet and dresser drawers. I did put all my clothes on my bed and did get rid of a lot of stuff but, I 

just couldn’t say, “Does this bring me joy?” I probably just insulted a lot of you, but I hope you’ll still be my friend. 😊It may seem silly to 

mention this whole topic, but I wanted to focus on the word JOY. What do you think of when you hear the word JOY? 

I repeat, it really was a JOY to spend time with you at Annual Gathering. I also was fortunate to meet and spend time with many of you 

while I did a whirlwind trip to Southeast. The trip began by flying to Juneau to attend Mission u and spend time with the Juneau area 

United Methodist Women. I was able to visit all three Juneau churches. After that I went to Sitka and was blessed to meet and spend 

time with many of the women there as well. I ended that trip with a visit to Ketchikan. The whole trip brought me JOY. As the new 
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Chairperson of the Committee of Nominations, it was great to meet people and put faces to the names I hear or see on the membership 

list. Women were wonderful and willing to fill out the new United Methodist Women’s Profile/Interest Forms. 

The profile sheets have been redone to include more opportunities to get to know women around the state. It now lists more ways to 

help or participate in United Methodist Women events (but only if you want to). There’s a section that ask the question - Would you be 

willing to help with short-term projects? There are many choices to choose from. The ‘What age group do you belong in’ question 

includes ‘under 20 ___’. Yes, we really do want young women to join us. Wouldn’t a wide range of ages in your unit bring JOY to it? We 

want to know what skills and talents you have and what topics or activities really get you fired up? And... yes, it does still ask the 

question about whether you’re interested in being on the leadership team. (We still need a few women to fill the leadership team.) It 

would be wonderful to have more women helping in a variety of ways throughout the year. What way could you bring JOY to others? 

A copy of the profile sheet will be in this newsletter. If you haven’t had the opportunity to fill out the new form, PLEASE print out a copy 

of the form, fill it out and send it back to me. This would bring me JOY. 

Lastly and most importantly, God gave us a source of JOY through the gift of his son Jesus Christ. I pray that each of you will find ways 

to share and experience JOY during this Christmas season. 

⎯Nora Ribbens 

Judy Shoup of Ketchikan 

 

Judy Shoup of Ketchikan passed away Saturday, September 14, 2019, at the age of 73. She had a long and 

courageous fight with cancer but succumbed peacefully at Whatcom Hospice House in Bellingham, Wash. 

Judy was a long time member of Ketchikan United Methodist Church where she was the lay delegate to 

Annual Conference for many years. She was very passionate about United Methodist Women and held 

several offices on the conference UMW leadership team including Financial Interpreter, Treasurer and Chair 

of the Nominations Committee. Through her extensive cancer treatments and the sudden passing of her son 

in 2018 she remained positive and interested in life. She had been attending classes through the Upper 

Room Academy for Spiritual Foundation in spite of her illness. 

Report from Treasurer Linda Heim 
Congratulations to the 2018 Five Star Units! 
 

 

Five Channels of Undesignated Giving 2018 Five Star Units Units Exceeding 2018 Pledge to Mission 

Pledge to Mission Anchor Park Christ First 

Gift to Mission First Anchorage Fairbanks First 

Special Mission Recognition Turnagain North Star 

World Thank Offering North Star  

Gift in Memory Sitka  

 
If it seems as though we are a year behind in honoring unit giving that is because our fiscal year ends December 31 each year and 
Annual Gathering is in the fall. Your unit still has a chance to become a Five Star unit for 2019. Treasurer, Linda Heim, must receive 
remittances no later than December 20 in order to receive credit for 2019. 

New Treasurer 
Please welcome our new Alaska Conference United Methodist Women Treasurer: 
Brenda Overcast 
907 209-9667 
obcloudy@gmail.com 
PO Box 322, Tok AK 99780-0322 
She officially takes over January 1, 2020. Thanks for volunteering, Brenda! 

Generous Givers 
The sixty United Methodist Women who attended Annual Gathering were not only a League of Extraordinary Women but they were 
very generous! The Saturday evening offering netted $2071.82 for the Legacy Fund. In addition, the silent auction provided a lot of 
lively fun and competition and brought in $1763. This money was divided between Nome Community Center and AK Child and Family, 
the two national missions of United Methodist Women located in Alaska. 
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2019 Racial and Social Justice 

Awardee: Pat Wise 
Homer United Methodist Women 

At the September Annual Gathering of Alaska United Methodist Women, Pat Wise of Homer was 

honored with the 2019 Racial and Social Justice Award. Pat was nominated for this award for her 

work over the past two years promoting peace and friendship between communities and countries. 

We honor Pat Wise for her perseverance, creativity and lifelong service to United Methodist 

Women and the Methodist Church. Pat is very active in the Methodist Church, particularly working 

with children and youth, as well as in music ministry. She has been very involved in United Methodist 

Women throughout her years in Alaska. Pat served on the Core Planning Group of the Western Jurisdiction, served on the Racial 

Justice Task Force, as Spiritual Growth Coordinator, and as President. She served very enthusiastically and creatively. 

Pat was inspired by a man she met in Homer, Olaf, who brought the idea the idea of Friendship Without Boundaries from Germany. Pat 

united with community members and local businesses to make this project come to fruition: planting seeds of peace in peace in children 

so they will promote peace and friendship throughout their lives. Others in the community helped fund the project: a grant was written to 

purchase banner materials, books for educators, grommets, supplies and more. 

Pat and another volunteer reached out to local schools to get involved in the Peace Project. All six of the elementary schools jumped on 

board to accomplish the project. Working with these lower Kenai Peninsula schools and educators, Rotary volunteers helped students 

paint banners, called Flags of Peace. 

Some of the banners were used in the Winter Carnival. They were brought to the high school 

and hung in the foyer and the high school and community choirs gave Peace Concerts and 

the bright and lively banners were used as a backdrop for the events. 

Finally some of the posters were sent to Olaf in Germany, and others would go to Ninilchik 

and to Fairbanks Rotary Club and to Belgium and France. Eventually they will be taken to 

Germany for display with other banners created in schools from different countries 

around the world. Banners will be exchanged from school to school in other countries. “Our 

students are practicing that there are no boundaries when there is true friendship,” 

says Pat. “My mother taught me at an early age that we can give our blood to each other no 

matter our beliefs, color of skin, customs, or economic status. 

After a lifelong commitment to serve in the name of Christ, today, we honor Pat for her 

legacy of advocacy and teaching. The books selected by Pat for the teachers to use with the 

Peace Project were inclusive of all races and people so the school kids could able to act on 

their feelings through art by making the banners. If it would not have been for Pat Wise, the excitement and learning that came with the 

art on the banners made by the children would have never happened. 

 
  

Chapman 
Elementary 
4th-grade 
student Miles 
Tressler 
displays a 
Flag of Peace 
he painted at 
his school in 
Anchor Point, 
Alaska. 
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Mission u Studies to look forward to! 
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools 

by Dr. Monique Morris 

2020 Spiritual Growth Study: Finding Peace in the Midst of Anxiety 

by Erin Brown and contributors from Urban Village Church 

What YOU Say And Do Matters 
The National Office of United Methodist Women has compiled the last two years’ worth of census information. They have listened to 

what women from around the country have said. They are actively using that information to design programs that fit the needs and 

requests of local units. Spiritual Growth was overwhelmingly one of the most important topics women responded to. Local units desire 

new types of Spiritual Growth resources and activities. Those resources are being created right now. United Methodist Women’s 

National Office has made a video that highlights the results of the survey and what plans are in the making. It is set in the actual offices 

of different National Office employees. I encourage all of you to click on the link to read the comments from National Office and view the 

interesting and informative video. 

It is now time to participate in the 2019 United Methodist Women’s Census. The President or Contact person is asked to fill out the 

survey for her local unit. Please click on the link below to get your survey done. This years’ survey is really short. It should only take a 

few minutes 

https://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2019.htmlhttps://secure3.convio.net/umw/site/SPageNavigator/Census_2

019.html 

It would be really nice if units could get this quick survey done before Christmas if possible. Wouldn’t it be a good feeling to know you 

have that duty taken care of! 

⎯Nora Ribbens 

National Director Susan Williams’ Reflection 
What needs to be said in my National Director’s reflection causes me to take pause. Around the country, there is such division and the 

United Methodist Church is in turmoil. Good people are trying to make sense of events that are happening. I sit and wonder what it all 

means for United Methodist Women, the church, others and myself. Enormous energy is being expended in the name of what is 

RIGHT. Yet the rightness of it all seems so distance. Our connection and community uniting people, seems so distant. 

In a recent conversation about the status of the Methodist Church, sisters in UMW were calling for action. It was time to take a firm 

stand. When prayer was brought up, a person’s loud response was “Prayer is not enough, look where that got us in February”. I have 

pondered those thoughts ever since. Prayer- where did that get us? Prayer-where is its place in the struggle in the Methodist Church. I 

am not a theologian or a church scholar. But prayer should always be at center of what we do as a church. “Look where that got us” 

What a fascinating question to mediate on. Indeed where? As a person of action, analytical by nature, there are times I pray for specific 

outcomes, not fully trusting in God’s omnipotent power. On some level, my prayers reflect I know where life should take me and God 

just needs to make it happen. 

The original purpose for the Methodist Church gathering in St. Louis last February was to find a way forward. How could we stay 

together as a church, connected across the globe, around our common purpose, which is to make discipline for the transformation of 

the world? When the traditional plan was approved, people rose up, crying in disbelief, embracing each other’s pain. Others stood 

giving a round of applause, with thanksgiving, finally the church was following the scriptural teachings. One outcome, two very different 

perspectives were present. Since that date people, have struggled to make sense of it all. 

Where is God in all this? Are we truly listening? What are we afraid of? Do we believe God is in control? What does it mean to be the 

church? Is what we have created really what God called us to: Matthew 22:34-38 The Greatest Commandment 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 

question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind.’] This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

In dialoging with “ younger” members of United Methodist Women, they expressed the belief it was time to start over. They thought that 

the United Methodist Church as an institution is so broken; it was time for a new movement. They called for a new expression of 

Christian love for the hurting world in 2019. These women are faithful Christians, in our denomination, but what they were saying was 
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shocking to me. The current structure of the United Methodist Church is the only expression of church I know. The only Methodist 

women’s group I know is the work of United Methodist Women. Start over! It was so scary to me. Bring down the walls of the church 

institution how horrifying, but those words ring of Jesus’s voice. Jesus was continually, bucking up against the religious institutions of 

his day. Arguing for a new way of love, which included all people, reaching past barriers in his time, which excluded women, children, 

the unclean and outcast. Today, members of the LGBTIA community are being cast out of the church for who they are. 

Has God heard our prayers and responded with such power and energy that a new day has come? Will a new Wesleyan expression be 

birthed in 2020? It is scary to let go and step into an unknown future. It is hard to envision a “divorce” among faithful United Methodists. 

It is hard to try to envision how United Methodist Women will emerge through this turbulent time. 

Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission study, taught me, the church is continually evolving. Through the years, women in the 

church have seen people in need and united with others to meet those needs. The women have stood up in the face of social injustice 

and said enough. The women of the church have transcended barriers to reform and push for change. Over 150 years, from the time of 

slavery, to Japanese internment, to women’s suffrage movement, to the civil rights movement, our foremothers have advocated for 

others in their midst who were marginalized. They have sacrificed, faced incredible personal danger because of their work. Their efforts 

were always rooted in God’s call and a scriptural foundation. 

This time in our world and church can be looked at with fear or it can be seen as exciting. When we focus on God, we can see the Holy 

Spirit is at work among us. Theressa Hoover led Women’s Division starting in 1968; she was the first African American to head a 

national church organization. Hoover wrote, “In the present situation as for centuries past, women’s power is never sure, and growth in 

human inclusiveness is never cheap”. Her words still ring true today. She shared these words: “We want to be catalysts for the 

continued humanization of God’s world, mobilizers of the resources of women, creators of new arenas for their participation throughout 

the Church and world, and in coalition with other women’s groups, with youth, and with people of color, to be reconcilers in all the rough 

places.1 We are called to be reconcilers. Isn’t that what the world needs today? 

Barack Obama states “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the ones we’ve been waiting 

for. We are the change that we seek.” We are the ones we’ve been waiting for! We are the ones God’s been waiting for! 

I recently watched the movie Breakthrough. It is the true story of a young man who falls through the frozen ice and dies. His heart 

stopped beating for over an hour. His mother was called to his bedside to say good-bye. She cries out to the Holy Spirit to bring her son 

back to her. His heart faintly begins beating again. Throughout the days following, her congregation, pastor, family and friends 

encourage her to accept her son is gone and she needed to let go. She fought and fought the doctors and others around her to believe 

her son would come back. There is one scene in the movie she finally lets go in prayer, admits she cannot control what is going to 

happen. She has to accept God is there and whatever happens, the Lord was in charge. Joyce Smith is such a strong person of faith 

and believed in the power of Prayer. Her son came back to life completely healed. 

I have to stand in this moment in time, believing God is in charge. In 2020, there will be change in the Methodist Church, there will be 

changes to United Methodist Women, but there is a place for you and me in this change. There is also a place for all the people who 

have been marginalized by our church. More than ever, there is a need to continue to serve alongside women, children and youth who 

have been oppressed, neglected, and disempowered. It is a time to stand up to institutional systems that hold people down. It is the 

times to see God’s reign and love help all peoples. Now we need to firmly stand and ‘Love your neighbor as ourselves’. 

This is a new day, a breakthrough. 

Jeremiah 29 11-12 

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 

call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 

I believe God is answering our prayers. Firmly, we can stand in the promises for a bright tomorrow for United Methodist Women and the church. 

  

 

1. 1 Theressa Hoover, With Unveiled Face: Centennial Reflections on Women and Men in the Community of the Church (New York: Women’s 

Division of the General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church, 1983), 25.   

2. Hoover, With Unveiled Face, 70.  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Alaska United Methodist Women 

Annual Gathering Business Meeting Minutes 

September 2019 
Friday Evening, September 20 
Opened with singing with Mollie and Sallie. 

Roll Call 

Delegate Roll was taken. 
Aldersgate UMC Barbara Mitchell 
Anchor Park Latu Tu’uholoaki, Sandra Woods 
Christ First Teri Jeffress, Linda Haynes 
Douglas Community Sandi Hicks, Brenda Overcast 
Fairbanks First Holli McClain 
First Anchorage Lori Staats, Jennifer Miller 
Homer Ruby Nofziger, Megumi Beams 
North Star Nora Ribbens, Kathy Kane-Lodbell 
Northern Light Jane Ginter 
Seward Ari Schablein, Carol Hatch 
Sitka Janice Michael, Julia Smith 
Soldotna Kelly Hutson, Susan Smalley 
St. John Linda Heim, Debbie Pintsch 
Turnagain Mollie Bynum, Sallie Bynum 
Willow Fran Lynch, Jennifer Schafer 

Also present were current Alaska UMW leadership team members: Bonnie Miller (president), Jennifer Miller (vice president), Linda 

Heim (treasurer), Lori Staats (Social Action Coordinator, Assistant Dean), Nora Ribbens (membership nurture and outreach, 

nominations appointee), Kathrine Miller (program resources), Debbie Pintsch (nominations), Ruby Nofziger, Crystal Feaster (historian), 

Julia Smith (legacy liaison), Barb Mitchell (WJLT CON), and Susan Williams (director). Absent were Carolyn Lopez (secretary), Debra 

Gerrish (spiritual growth) and Ari Schablein (nominations chair).Guest attendee, Shannon Priddy, UMW National President, was also 

present. 

Nominations 
Slate of Nominations for 2019-2020 was presented by Debbie Pintsch and Nora Ribbens (appointee): 

Nominees for AUMW Leadership Team: 
Co-President, 2 years Linda Heim 
Co-President, 2 years Debbie Pintsch 
Secretary, 2 years Carolyn Lopez (2nd term) 
Treasurer, 1 year plus 2 years Brenda Overcast 
Mission Coordinator for Spiritual Growth Debra Gerrish (2nd term) 
Mission Coordinator Membership Nurture and Outreach, 2 years OPEN 
Publicity/Resource Coordinator, 1 year plus 2 years OPEN 
Committee on Nominations, Chair Nora Ribbens 
Committee on Nominations, Kenai Peninsula Ari Schablein 
Committee on Nominations, Northern OPEN 
Committee on Nominations, South Central OPEN 
Committee on Nominations, Southeast OPEN 
Racial Justice Task Force, Seat A, 2 years B J Eldred 
Racial Justice Task Force, Seat B, 3 years Kelly Marciales 
Racial Justice Task Force, Seat C, 4 years Megumi Beams 
Recommended Presidential Appointment: 
Dean of Mission Education, 2 years Lori Staats 

Nominees for National UMW: 
Board of Directors Susan Williams 
Board of Directors Jennifer Miller 
Board of Directors alternate Lori Staats 
Program Advisory Group Susan Williams 
Program Advisory Group Kelly Marciales 
Program Advisory Group Debbie Pintsch 
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2018 Minutes 

The minutes from the 2018 Annual Gathering were read and a motion to approve was requested. Susan Williams made the motion to 

accept the minutes with corrections and Linda Heim seconded the motion. Corrections include the following: 

Page 1, paragraph 1 – correct spelling of Latu’s last name – Tu’uholoaki. 
Page 1, paragraph 2, 1st line – strike out “voting.” 
Page 1, paragraph 2, 8th line – correct spelling of “chair.” 
Page 3, paragraph 1, 1st line – change date to September “30.” 

Minutes were unanimously approved. 

Saturday Morning, September 21 
Opening prayer by JoAnne Hayden. 

Roll Call 

Standing Rules Motion 
A motion was made by Susan Williams to change the current standing rules regarding mileage reimbursement (Paragraph D.2.a.). The 

current rate of reimbursement is 50 cents per mile. The motion was to change this amount to 35 cents per mile and 40 cents per mile if 

carpooling. 

During the discussion, Linda Haynes proposed to amend the motion by changing the current 50 cents per mile to 25 cents per mile and 

30 cents per mile if carpooling. Susan Williams and Sandi Hicks approved the amendment. Amendment was approved with one vote 

opposed. 

The original motion was amended and approved. 

2020 Budget 
The 2020 budget was again presented for discussion and vote. There was discussion regarding the 2020 annual conference being held 

in Puyallup, Washington along with the Pacific Northwest and Oregon/Idaho conferences and the additional cost to send our president. 

The amount should reflect airfare, housing and meals. The budget was approved by a hand vote with an adjustment to be made to line 

item AUMC meeting under Conference Leadership Team. 

5 Star Units 
Anchor Park 
First Anchorage 
Turnagain 
North Star 
Sitka 

The suggestion was made that we add legacy fund giving as a 6th star. 

Those units that exceeded their pledge: 
Christ First 
First Fairbanks 
North Star 

Nominations 
The 2019-2020 nominees were read. Nominations were then requested from the floor to fill open spots. Jane Ginter from Northern 

Lights was nominated for Publicity/Program Resources. Sandi Hicks from Douglas Community was nominated for the Committee on 

Nominations for the Southeast Region. Julia Smith moved that we accept the slate of officers as presented and Lori Staats seconded. 

The slate was approved. 

Meeting was adjourned. 

Sunday Morning, September 22 
Goals 
The leadership team goals were given to the body for their information. 

President’s Annual Report, submitted by Bonita J. Miller 
Love Is the Greatest Gift - 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 Expanded Bible (EXB) 

“1) I may speak in different languages of people or even angels. But if I do not have love, I am only a noisy bell or a crashing cymbal. 2) 

I may have the gift of prophecy. I may understand all the secret things of God and have all knowledge, and I may have faith so great I 
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can move mountains. But even with all these things, if I do not have love, then I am nothing. 3) I may give away everything I have, and I 

may even give my body as an offering to be burned. But I gain nothing if I do not have love. 4) Love is patient and kind. Love is not 

jealous, it does not brag, and it is not proud. 5) Love is not rude, is not selfish, and does not get upset with others. Love does not count 

up wrongs that have been done. 6) Love takes no pleasure in injustice but rejoices over the truth. 7) Love patiently accepts all things, 

always trusts, always hopes and always endures. Love never ends.” 

I am a member of a powerful organization. We equip members, organize for growth, educate to transform, serve and advocate, and 

foster spiritual growth. I have experienced ALL of these. I have bonus mothers, sisters, aunts, daughters and granddaughters! We are 

each ordinary people who have chosen to use our lives to do extraordinary things. Amazing! Everyone here in this room, and our 

sisters across Alaska, and the nation, and the world! – everyone is extraordinary! 

Thanks be to God for 150 years in God’s mission! And thank YOU so much for making our anniversary celebration a success—through 

your storytelling, your sharing, your prayers, your laughter, and your giving to the Legacy Endowment Fund. We are laying this 

foundation to support mission for our next 150 years! 

United Methodist Women is here for the long haul. 2019 has been a monumental year for United Methodist Women, for the Church, 

and for our nation. This year, our 150th anniversary, has been a year that’s cried aloud: “Women still need to organize for mission!” If 

the past 150 years have taught us anything, it’s that women ORGANIZED for mission are essential for the Church to BE the Church. It 

is clear that God is still looking for women committed to turning their faith, hope, and love into action on behalf of women, children, 

youth—and neighbors on the fringe. 

In 2019, we’ve conducted member education and actions around United Methodist Women’s focus on A Living Wage, Climate Justice, 

Ending the School to Prison Pipeline, and Maternal and Child Health. I hope you have had the opportunity to use the Prayer Calendar 

to send notes of love and encouragement to our missionaries across the world or join in a letter writing campaign to end ongoing 

criminal prosecution of asylum seekers and of migrants who wish to reunite with their families in the United States. I hope you have 

gone to the UMW website and signed up for Climate Justice updates to be emailed you so you can be knowledgeable and pray for our 

environment and the ripple effect climate change has had on public health, infrastructure, immigration and the economy. The adverse 

impacts of global climate change disproportionately affect individuals and nations least responsible. 

You can learn even more! Our United Methodist Women’s BRIDGE online learning system will continue to provide members to access 

learning opportunities at their own pace from anywhere and at any time. 

“God's world is one world... We commit ourselves as a Church to the achievement of a world community that is a fellowship of persons 

who honestly love one another. We pledge ourselves to seek the meaning of the gospel in all issues that divide people and threaten the 

growth of world community.” (Social Principles, ¶ 166) 

United Methodist Women is bringing four pieces of legislation to the 2020 General Conference for adoption: 

1. Children’s Sabbath. Adds the third Sunday in October to the church calendar as the United Methodist Church’s U.S. observance of 

Children’s Sabbath. 

2. The Girl Child. Calls the church to engage in advocacy to rectify conditions that limit girls from reaching their fullest potential in 

healthy environments. 

3. The Status of Women: Towards Realizing Human Rights for All Women. Calls on the church to work for women’s global equality in 

education, health, violence against women, and more. 

4. Voter Rights Protection in the U.S. Calls attention to the disproportionate impact of voter suppression and for all communities to have 

access to full and equitable rights in the voting polls. 

It takes love to put on our capes and do something extraordinary. It takes love to stand up for what’s right. It takes love to speak out in 

support of what you believe. Despite our human flaws, the existence of love makes us worth saving, and is the only thing that can save 

us. We are all just ordinary people who has chosen to use our lives to do extraordinary things through love. AMAZING! 

To quote Diana Prince, Wonder Woman: “I used to want to save the world. To end war and bring peace to mankind. But then, I 

glimpsed the darkness that lives within their light. And I learned that inside every one of them, there will always be both. A choice each 

must make for themselves. Something no hero will ever defeat. And now I know, that only love can truly save the world. So I stay, I 

fight, and I give, for the world I know can be.” 

I loved the reminder throughout our Gathering that every single one of us already has a superhero inside of us and all we have to do is 

have enough courage and love to put on our capes! Which inner superhero do you have waiting to come out? 

And, not to leave out Superman, he says: “You’re going to change the world.” 
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“You’re much stronger than you think you are, trust me.” 

“You will give people an ideal to strive towards, they will race behind you, they will stumble, they will fall, but in time they will join you, in 

time you will help them accomplish wonders.” 

Acts 4:12 

Jesus is the only one who can save people. His name is the only power in the world that has been given to save anyone. We must be 

saved through him!” 

Put on the cape of Jesus’s Love and walk in grace and solidarity with others in the wonderful organization of United Methodist Women! 

Remember those who have gone before us, women who have built this sturdy foundation of empowerment. May we continue to be 

inspired to change lives! 

Your service matters – affecting generations of women, youth and children. You are a Legacy and there is always a place for your 

unique talents and gifts. What will your legacy be? There is work to be done on all levels of United Methodist Women. I am going to 

continue to channel my inner wonder woman a little more often so I can make the biggest impact possible. How many more leaders can 

we send into this world? Why are you waiting? Because they are waiting for you! 

Have an amazing day everyone and don’t forget to PUT ON YOUR CAPE! 

Outgoing Officers 
Barbara Mitchell (WJLT) and Shannon Priddy (National President) recognized the outgoing officers for their service with a “thank you 

for your service,” a pin, a prayer candle, and a hug. 

Incoming Officers 
Incoming officers were installed by Shannon Priddy (National President). 

Meeting was adjourned. 
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Alaska United Methodist Women 
HELP US DEVELOP A CREATIVE AND SUPPORTIVE 

COMMUNITY OF WOMEN 

(Please fill out front and back of this profile sheet.) 
 

Date       

Name       

Address       

City       State       ZIP Code       

Home Telephone       Cell Phone       

E-mail       

Local Church       

Are you employed?  Yes  No  Full-time  Part-time 

Age  Under 20  21-30  31-40  41-50  51-60  61-70  Over 71 

How are you involved in your local church and community? 

      

What are your passions, interests, talents and hobbies? 

      

What are your professional skills and/or job experiences? 

      

Which of these terms are you interested in? Check all that apply. 
 Program planning  Spiritual Growth  Membership Development  Leadership  Reading 
 Communication/Social Media/Web Page  Newsletter Design  Computers  Finance  
 Mission Education  Racial Justice  Organization  Social Justice Issues 

 



January 2020 

 

What are your experiences (offices held) in United Methodist Women? 

Local:       Years       

Conference:       Years       

Jurisdiction:       Years       

Other:       Years       

 

Would you consider sharing your gifts and skills with United Methodist 
Women by becoming part of our conference team? 

 Yes, please call me.  Possibly, I will pray about it. 
 I need more information. 

 Now isn’t the right time for me but maybe in the future Contact me in 
    

  
 No thank you. 

Would you be willing to help with short-term projects? Such as: 
 Music leader / Play instrument  Table Decorations or Art projects 
 Write letters to legislators  Help with Learning Centers 
 Provide transportation to gatherings  House Delegates/Members 
 Cook a meal for an event  Recruit groups to provide food 
 Help with planning an event  Be on a Spiritual Growth Retreat committee 
 Help with publicity  Send cards to homebound and past members 
 Be a Conference Connection contact for my unit 
 Other opportunities as they arise. Call me. 

Added comments:       
 

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN shall be 

a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the 

church. 
 

 
Return to: 
Nora Ribbens 
51550 Georgine Lake Rd 
Kenai, AK 99611-6113 
(907) 398-3431 
noraribbens@gmail.com 
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