
Thanks to Larry Hayden who loaned me a copy of: 
Memoir of the Rev. Jesse Lee with Extracts from his Journals by 

Minton Thrift (compiler) 
Published by N. Bangs & T. Mason for the Methodist Episcopal Church 

Myers & Smith Printers 
1823 

47th year of the Independence of the United States 
The book was withdrawn from the Ohio Wesley University Library 

Gift of Rev. Benjamin St. James fry D.D. 
The book is nearly 200 years old. The binding is cracking and the thread 
which once sewed it together is unraveling. The pages are extremely fragile 
and friable. The paper is deteriorating and the pages are spotted with age. 

Reading it put me in mind with the Rev. Jesse Lee and the people whose 
world he circuited in both before the Revolution and after. He lived during 
the time of Francis Asbury and Thomas Coke but never met John Wesley 
as Wesley was in Georgia some 20+ years before his birth. 

MiDton Thrift is the compiler of extracts he made from the voluminous 
journals left by Jesse Lee after his death 1816 on September 12th at 58 
years of age having been born in Prince George County, Virginia in 1758 
on March 12th. 

Although Minton Thrift quotes from the journals he often makes comments 
about the passages he has selected and admits that the journals were so 
voluminous he had difficulty at times on what portions to include. 

I am in empathy with Mr. Minton on what to select from this book which he 
in turned extracted from the journals. Living some 200 years after the 
events I will select items which were of interest and amazement to me as a 
the 21st Century man. 

The father of Jesse Lee was converted by an Anglican (priest ?) in 177 4 
and his son Jesse followed soon after. By our standards he had little formal 
education but had a singing voice, knew how to read and write and must 
have had a powerful speaking voice. He practically memorized the Bible 
and read everything he could get his hands on. His sermons were rarely 
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written down but could preach for hours once he had a subject topic. He 
was plain, maybe austere, and indefatigable often preaching three sermons 
in a day plus having classes for both males, females, and children, 
exhortations and after being ordained would have communion services 
and baptisms. 

In 33 days Rev. Jesse Lee rode 517 miles, preached 321 sermons, 24 
public exhortations plus reading some 5,434 pages from some 20 or so 
books along the way not counting his Testament. 

Sometimes in barns, homes, court houses, schools, the commons, the 
pulpits of Baptist preachers and other faiths when allowed, but never the 
Calvinists or the Antinomians. Hundreds stood to hear him speak. He totally 
ignored the Papists as far I could tell. 

At the time of Rev. Jesse Lee becoming a circuit rider the northern 
boundary of Methodism was the Connecticut River. By 1791 the first 
meeting house had been established in Lynn, Massachusetts. 

He visited George Whitefield who had been under the communion table in 
Newburyport for 20 years and found that the nose, ears, and hair had fallen 
from the body while the skin had the appearance of leather. Apparently the 
body had been interred in an accessible vault down stairs under the 
communion table. 

Another notation that the Rev. Lee had ridden several thousand miles in 16 
months through six states. 

His horse escapades were beyond the imagination. I'll giver several in no 
particular order: 

1794 - afflicted with bodily infirmities, unwell, St. Anthony's Fire, f9tigue, 
and lost but the horse rnan9-ged to find the way. 

Horse fell into deep mud and Rev. Lee barely escaped with whole bones. 
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No ferry across the Penobscot River crossing so he procured two small 
boats with the fore feet in one and the hind feet of the horse in the other 
and all were able to get across with out accident. Another time swam the 
horse across. 

Snow in South Carolina 2 112 feet deep. 

1809 - riding in in a gig (carriage) down hill horse stumbled thrown 
headfirst, leg struck protruding screw causing a dangerous wound; treated 
and continued journey; day or two later severe inconvenience; confined to 
room for several weeks. 

1808 Visited father and acted as priest and baptized sister only a few 
months old (father married three times) now his children ranged from a few 
months to 55 years. Father is 77 years old at this time. 
Although the figures don't compute his father died in 1820 at 90 having had 

- - 12 children from three wives with 73 grand children and 66 ~great grand 
children. He outlived his son if this is correct. Great fecundity to say the 
least. 

Rev. Jesse Lee respected religious decorum, gospel simplicity, plainness of 
speech, thought men and women seating together in church services was a 
violation of Methodist rules. Another time he questioned a woman on 
sewing on Sunday. She replied that the Baptist started Sunday at Sunset 
on Saturday and ending at Sunset on Sunday so seeing it was after sunset 
Sunday it was alright. As the Baptist danced and he had friends who were 
Baptist he spoke against any vice but dancing. Some Baptist preachers 
invited him to speak from their pulpits. He opposed slavery. Some state 
laws would not allow slave owners to free their slaves by a will. His father 
had slaves. 

Malaria, yellow fever, and small pox were still rampant during Rev. Jesse 
Lee's years. During the summer of 1798 60 people per day were dying in 
Philadelphia of yellow fever. 
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Philip Embury from Ireland established the first Methodist Society in1766 
and a church in 1768 in New York. Now 1801, there were three. The 
original was known as The Old Church, the second The North River 
Church, and the third Two Mile Stone Church erected by the people of 
color for themselves but governed by Methodist in all spiritual matters, but 
they will settle their temporal matters. (645 whites; 131 colored persons) 

Met woman of faith 101 years 9 months 7 days who lost her sight, had it 
restored, hair turned white - lost it, came back in dark; has 325 off spring. 

Towards the end of his life he was able to buy a farm for $250 and then 
another $250 at the end of the fourth year. 

Even then his preaching and circuit riding days were not over. 

Francis Asbury died inMarch 1816. 
Jesse Lee died at a Camp Meeting near Baltimore in September 1816. 
Two stalwarts Circuit Riders of the early Methodist movement in the United 
States. · 

############## 
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