
Alaska Women’s RESPONSE 

A l a s k a  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  W o m e n  

Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the curtains of your 
dwellings; Do not spare; Lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes.”  
         Isaiah 54:2 
 
If I have learned anything about summer tent camping in Alaska over the years since 
moving here in 1978, it’s the element of good preparation.  The  words in Isaiah 54 
tell us God opens His heart to reveal that He wants more children in His family.  God 
desires us to get ready, prepare for embracing others into God’s realm.   God has a 
vision for us to be enormously productive. Jesus wants us to be disciples, and grow 
God’s kingdom.  God is ready to do bigger and better things in our lives today.    
 
So, first, we must discard smallness. Enlargement makes us change our limited view 
of God and what we can do with Him.  How does our faith inspire action?  Enlarging 
the place of your tent means making room for some new people in your life. When 
God tells you to lengthen your cords, it means lengthen your reach. Do you feel that 
you can’t do much?  Have you put limits on your life that God hasn’t? Just as God 
called Jerusalem to prepare for her children, we are called to spiritual fruitfulness. 
 
We need to enlarge, stretch and lengthen ourselves.  Do something we’ve never 
done.  Go someplace we’ve never been.  Make more room in our lives for the right 
things.  Let’s fling our doors and curtains wide open to the world.  Spare not!  This 
will require fortitude and discipline.  To strengthen ourselves for service, action and 
ministry to others, we need to find some way to move beyond our own borders and 
limitations.  Bigger tents require longer cords to keep them securely held in place. 
Once we lengthen our cords we must also strengthen 
our stakes, and we’ll need to dig the tent pegs deeper 
into the foundation of God’s truth.   

Bonnie Miller 
President, Alaska United Methodist Women 
 

“You don’t have to say everything to be a light. 
Sometimes a fire built on a hill will bring interested 

people to your campfire.”  ― Shannon L. Alder  

June 2017 

Upcoming Events 

 

Mission u Northern 
August 11-12  

Christ First UMC Wasilla 
 
 

Mission u Peninsula 
August 18-19 

Seward Memorial UMC 
 
 

Mission u SouthCentral 

September 22-23    
UMC of Chugiak 

 
 

Annual Gathering 
October 6-8th 2017 

1st United Methodist Church 
Anchorage  

 
 

Tent Camping in Alaska 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1391130.Shannon_L_Alder
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  Ashley Palm 
Conference Vice President 
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Matthew 19:25-26 With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.  
 

Imagine sitting with our teacher, Lord Jesus, learning that it is impossible for anyone by 

their own natural strength to get to heaven.  Even the rich person, who earnestly wanted 

to know what good deeds he must do.   Impossible!  Human efforts alone cannot save 

us.  We may be discouraged, anxious, and confused.  But Jesus invites us to turn away 

from the thought of our own inabilities, our own impossibilities, and turn to God’s saving 

grace.  He says, you are not alone.  I am with you.  Don’t be afraid, don’t worry.  Don’t 

worry about tomorrow, don’t worry about what you’re going to eat, don’t worry about 

where you’re going to sleep, don’t worry about what others do to you.  Don’t worry if 

people take advantage of you, don’t hold a grudge.  You just give it all to God and he will 

provide the way.  It’s awesome that God specializes in impossibilities!  With the power of 

God, and with our absolute zeal and love, trust and faith in God, ALL THINGS ARE 

POSSIBLE. 

 

 

 
The Alaska United Methodist Women’s Leadership Team invites us all to the Annual Gathering  
October 6-8 at First United Methodist Church in Anchorage.  This event is planned for us to 
“Discover the Possibilities” of what we, as sisters in United Methodist Women, can do to 
work for justice, to realize our full potential  in leadership, to provide for others, and to open 
our hearts to all! 
 

 

Rely on the Grace of God 



Does your unit participate in the Call to Prayer annual observance?  

What is it? 

A time to reflect on the gospel of Jesus Christ 

A time to pray together 

A time to make an offering to support women, children and youth in 

response to God’s love and grace.  100% goes to partners engaged in 

programs and advocacy to benefit women and children. 

The focus this year is on maternal and child health. Each year nearly a quarter 

of a million women die worldwide from preventable causes relating to 

pregnancy and childbirth. Approximately 19,000 children die every day from treatable diseases such as diarrhea and 

tuberculosis.   

A time to learn and act   

Can you imagine being a young woman and having to miss one week of school every month due to lack of feminine 
hygiene products? 

Days for Girls is the answer – washable feminine hygiene kits!   Check out daysforgirls.org  to learn about this 
amazing program and don’t miss the opportunity to participate in making kits at the pre-event workshop at Annual 
Gathering on October 6th. 

If you need help or more information, please contact me or a member of the Conference UMW team.  We are 
always here for you!  

A program for Call to Prayer and Self Denial can be found in the 2016-17 Program Book.   

CALL TO PRAYER AND SELF DENIAL 2017 
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Linda Heim 
Conference Mission Coordinator  
Education and Interpretation 

Have you sent a “Gift to Mission” card lately?  
Gift to Mission is one of the five channels of mission giving of United Methodist Women. Cards can be purchased 
for a minimum donation of $5.00, about what you would pay for a greeting card at the store, and all of this money 
goes to missions!  

Cards are available for many occasions: Happy Birthday, Thank You, Special Day, New Baby, Thinking of You and 
Congratulations.  Please send your gift through your local unit.  Your treasurer should have cards on hand or cards 
can be downloaded and printed from the website.  E-cards can also be sent on-line at . http://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/donate/alternative-giving   

So, when you have the need to send a card, don’t forget “Gift to Mission” cards!! 
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With just twelve Alaska local UMW units participating in Mission Giving, we did not meet our Pledge to Mission 

for 2016.  Our delegate-approved budget for 2016 Mission Giving was $22,000 yet we received just over half (53%) 

of our anticipated funding.  The Alaska UMW Standing Rules indicate that to provide Administration and 

Membership Development Funds for use by the Alaska United Methodist Women we will retain 33% from the 

total Pledge to Mission received. The UMW Constitution says, “Each conference organization will set up a fund 

for administration and membership development. This fund will provide for the administration and membership 

development expenses of the conference and a contribution to the jurisdiction for administration and 

membership 

development 
(Article VII Section 5). 

We are working 

hard to keep 

those costs to a 

bare minimum. 

Much money has 

been spent 

getting Mission u 

to the four regions 

over the years.  

Registration fees 

are kept down 

and scholarship 

funds are made 

available to allow 

more people to 

attend our 

events.  Your Leadership team, while meeting four times a 

year,  has been housing in private homes, preparing and 

serving our own meals, carpooling, meeting by 

teleconference, and seeking do complete our work 

scrupulously.  We have added expenses.  We will have child 

care at all events, and you will see a place on the Annual 

Gathering registration form where individuals may donate 

to childcare and to scholarships. We are thinking of new 

and innovative ways to raise funds.  This year, our annual 

gathering offering will be used to offset our 2017 Pledge to 

Mission.  Your conference UMW president is writing grant 

applications.  We aren’t in the business of crowd-funding, 

but we need your dollars to continue to do the service and 

advocacy that we do.   

 

Please consider a donation to Pledge to Mission through your local unit treasurer.   

 

Dollars and Sense 
By Bonnie Miller 
Alaska UMW Conference President 

Charts provided by Linda Heim, Mission Coordinator 
for Education and Interpretation 

WESTERN JURISDICTION CONFERENCES ALL GIVING 
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Engaging Studies, Community Building and Dynamic Worship!  Mission u brings together the exploration of our 
faith in today’s context.   This is a lively and fun annual summer opportunity for lifelong learners.  Participants will 
learn and discuss together our study topics for this year: Living as a Covenant Community & Mission Conferences 
of the United Methodist Church in the United States. 

Women, Men, and Youth are welcome to come!  Childcare will be available if needed. 

What is Mission u?  Jenn Miller 
Dean of Mission Education 

2017 Mission u Events 
 

 

 

For registration information contact: 
Jennifer Miller (907)351-0274 

alaskan_miller_girl@yahoo.com 

 

Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist 
Church in the United States 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/missionary-conferences 

Fran Lynch, Study Leader 
 

The Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Alaska United Methodist 
Conference are a hybrid of home and international missionary work.  While some Christians were driven by Manifest 
Destiny from which they rationalized grand larceny and genocide, others were inspired by the gospel to serve "the least 
of these" by challenging the violence of military and political domination, as well as by addressing the needs of those 
doing the invading and those setting up towns in the middle of great upheaval. Most of them thought of themselves as 
good people. It is in this context that the conferences were born. 

The aim of the study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in The United Methodist Church, the 
contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements. What does the future look like for these conferences?  
Come, learn, share and find out! 

Living as a Covenant Community 
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/covenant-community 

Linda Haynes, Study Leader 
 

Covenants are found in the Bible from the moment God created man and woman until the last page of Revelation. The 
2017 Spiritual Growth Study examines major covenants throughout the Bible and what they reveal about God's character 
and eternal love for us. This study will enhance your understanding of how God works with us, in us, and through us. 

As we explore these covenants, we will discover that covenantal living calls us to acts of mercy and justice, not only with 
those in our community, but with all—regardless of their social, political, financial, or religious standing. Through 

covenantal living, we are connected to God, others, and the whole creation.  Through this study, we come to marvel at 
our covenant God, grow in our love for God, for each other, and for our neighbors near and far.  

August 11-12          Christ First UMC Wasilla 

August 18-19          Seward Memorial UMC 

September 22-23   UMC of Chugiak 



God challenges us each day to look beyond ourselves. Our Creator wants us to see our neighbors in loving ways. 
Not only does Jesus challenge us to love those outside our church walls but also within the church as well. On my 
journey as a United Methodist Women Director, God is asking me to believe in his power not my own. New diverse 
experiences are being unveiled. The Spirit is nudging me to let go of my way, my narrow thinking and embrace a 
new course.  

This past weekend, I had the opportunity to be involved in important conversations about the future of the United 
Methodist Church. The UMW Board of Directors discussed the Commission on the Way Forward. At the last General 
Conference, the Bishops of the United Methodist Church were asked to help lead the church in a way forward. The 
Bishops created the Commission on the Way Forward. The mission of the commission is: 

The Commission will bring together persons deeply committed to the future(s) of The United Methodist 
Church, with an openness to developing new relationships with each other and exploring the potential future
(s) of our denomination in light of General Conference and subsequent annual, jurisdictional and central 
conference actions. We have a profound hope and confidence in the Triune God, and yet we acknowledge that 
we do this work in a climate of skepticism and distrust, from a human point of view. We are a connection, and 
we admit that our communion is strained; yet much transformative mission across our world is the fruit of our 
collaboration. The matters of human sexuality and unity are the presenting issues for a deeper conversation 
that surfaces different ways of interpreting Scripture and theological tradition. The work is meant to inform 
deliberation across the whole church and to help the Council of Bishops in their service to the next General 
Conference in finding a way forward.  

The commission is made up of 32 members (including bishops, pastors and lay people) with additional bishops 
serving as Moderators. To find more information and a link to their monthly reports go to: http://www.umc.org/
who-we- are/commission-on-a-way-forward.  

Additionally, the past weekend was 2017 Alaska Annual Conference. During the conference meetings, three 
petitions were brought forward discussing LGBTQ inclusion in the church.  

During both conversations I was a part of, faithful people were passionate about their beliefs.  I myself had strong 
opinions around the subject matter. Sometimes I reacted to other’s statements with judgment and lacked 
understanding.  

Since the weekend, I have tried to process the conversations. I have seen myself as part of the problem as well as 
part of the solution. I have realized true conversation is expressing ideas but more importantly it is listening to the 
other person’s thoughts. It is striving to fully understanding other point of views. In our society today, we have lost 
being civilized to one another. It has become more important to prove the other person is wrong or in some way 
flawed because their belief’s differ so greatly. As this recent election showed, we have a divided nation. General 
Conference showed us we have a divided Church.  

Will it be easy to come together as a country or a church? I think the answer is NO. Do I believe it can be done… 
yes. Scripture tell us what to do.  God calls us to leave no one out.  

Matthew 18:12-20( The Message) 

12-14 “Look at it this way. If someone has a hundred sheep and one of them wanders off, doesn’t he leave the 
ninety-nine and go after the one? And if he finds it, doesn’t he make far more over it than over the ninety-nine 
who stay put? Your Father in heaven feels the same way. He doesn’t want to lose even one of these simple 
believers. 

(Continued on page 9) 

National Director Reflections 
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Susan Williams 
UMW National Director 
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15-17 “If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you. If he listens, you’ve 
made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things 
honest, and try again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start 
over from scratch, confront him with the need for repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love. 

18-20 “Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. What you say to one 
another is eternal. I mean this. When two of you get together on anything at all on earth and make a prayer of 
it, my Father in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you are together because of me, you can be 
sure that I’ll be there.” 

Proverbs 18:13-15 

13 Answering before listening is both stupid and rude. 
14 A healthy spirit conquers adversity, but what can you do when the spirit is crushed? 
15 Wise men and women are always learning, always listening for fresh insights. 

 
The early church didn’t always agree on the way forward. These were good people searching to live faithfully. 
Today, it is the same, people are striving to do what is right. As United Methodist Women we should: 

Get on our knees and pray.  
Pray for the Commission 
Pray for the Conference,  
Pray for the LGBTQ community, 
Pray for our nation.  

Find ways in our local churches to have civilized dialog around topics of conflict. 
Lead book studies, which can lead to new perspectives and bridges of understanding.  
Lovingly listen 

 
My heart has always been drawn to being United. United as a nation and as our church. We are stronger together. I 
believe God will help us find our way out of the wilderness,  if we are open to his leading.  

(National Director Reflections continued from page 8) 

WHEN WOMEN UNITE,  
BOLD AND COURAGEOUS  
ACTIONS HAPPEN 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN ASSEMBLY MAY 18-20, 2018 
GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER, COLUMBUS, OHIO 

VISIT THE WEBPAGE  

www.umwassembly.org 

Plan to Attend! 
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I highly recommend going to any spiritual growth retreat when they are offered! My experience at our Spring 
Spiritual Growth Retreat was amazing.  In the week leading up to the retreat, life was swirling like leaves in a wind 
storm, one minute pointing one way, the next minute the opposite.  Life felt a bit out of control.  I was trying my 
best to hear from the Lord about some things that were put on my heart to do for our community.  Things I had 
done in the past, fund raisers for Backpack Ministry, Community Garage Sale for food pantry, obligations with in 
church, work life and family. I know it’s all possible because I have led all these events before. I am not one to say 
no to doing something that benefits a mission for God. The last few years had already taught me about pressing 
into God, doing what he asks and feeling blessed by him in doing it. I know because I tested those promises already 
- when I do what God asks of me not only does he take care of the mission at hand but my family and I as well see 
those blessings. Just this week, someone asked me to take on a new responsibility to start in the near future.  That 
day, being asked to do more, my faith that God has it all planned seemed to be wavering, thoughts running 
through my head like, “Really, Lord you’re asking me to do more? How can I balance all this? How can I stretch 
myself so thin? “  I bet you’ve felt that way  before too.  

I was determined to go on this retreat to find a calmness, to hear God and what he wanted for me. After the 
evening introductions, I began feeling like the weekend was planned just for me. As a group, we were asked to 
identify the things that were coming with us to this retreat. Many of our sisters brought with them stress, anxiety, 
and a longing to fill their souls as well. The need for refreshing of our mission, commitment and hearing from God’s 
Holy Spirit was easily heard in their opening remarks. I was not alone feeling that way. 

During day two we were asked to think about the things that clutter our lives, things that make it hard to be a 
servant, and advocate for others. As a group, we reviewed all the ways we currently serve others and make a 
bulletin board of those ways. (see the sticky notes on bulletin paper in the photo section of Alaska United 
Methodist Women Facebook page)  The day continued by talking about sharing our light with the world. Like a 
lighthouse, showing others the way. I heard the first part of my answers.  I heard the message, that its ok to think 
of others’ lights, allowing others’ lights to shine by dimming your own and giving opportunity for others. 

By lunchtime we had been introduced to the Labyrinth as a tool to use for meditation and prayer. This idea was 
shown, then we were given opportunity to create our own finger labyrinth out of clay. This is where all MY 
questions got answers. Sitting quietly, meditating and praying for answers, as I got to the center of my labyrinth, I 
waited to hear, I waited for the Holy Spirit, I waited for God. I heard a voice tell me, “I love you just the way you are. 
I created you for a purpose. Stir it up.” I had heard that phrase before: “Stir up”. Yes, a scripture answer from 
Hebrews 10:24 English Standard Version.  Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works. 

Oh, thank you Lord, a person who stirs others I can be. I do not need to do all, I can stir others and let them show 
how their lights shine.  I do not have to be the ONE to do it all, Just the One to Stir 
others to Action. Praise God for scripture, for answers, for the call he puts in our 
hearts. This was my answer but our weekend was not done. More wonderful things 
came from our large group discussions. Relationships formed, friends made. 
Practical ways to hold one another up were demonstrated. I loved the blessing 
cards - take just a little time to share with someone who has been your lighthouse in 
time of need and write a small note thanking them. We discussed intentional 
praying for sisters, families, pastors, church board, United Methodist  Women 
members and even governments.  

 When God puts a call on our hearts, he doesn’t quit calling till we have answered 
(think of Jonah). When you press into God, he presses back, but he doesn’t leave 
you ill-equipped, he gives us Scripture, Prayer, Light and the Holy Spirit as helpers to get the jobs done.  Join me in 
being a STIRRER UPPER! 

Walk With Wholeness Experience 
 
Carolyn Lopez 
North Star United Methodist Women 
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There have been some very interesting pieces coming out on the environment. My favorite is a three-part series 
written by Justin Gillis the New York Times published on Antarctica.  Click on Antarctic Dispatches, 
(https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/05/18/climate/antarctica-ice-melt-climate-change-flood.html) to find the 
interactive website. 

 Interesting videos on this site include “Miles Of Ice Collapsing Into The Sea,” A Shifting Continent- “Fly with 
scientists in a military cargo plane as they probe the structure of the Ross Ice Shelf, a Texas-size chunk of floating 
ice. What they discover will help predict Antarctica’s fate”.  A video on McMurdo Station talks about what it takes 
to keep the station and the research going in the Antarctic. THREE SIXJULIET - “Fly in a helicopter through the 
McMurdo Dry Valleys, one of the most extreme environments on Earth.” UNDER A CRACKED SKY - “Dive under 
eight feet of sea ice to swim with seals, explore ice caves and float above a dark sea bed crawling with life”.   

In Time Magazine June 2, 2017 issue there is an article called “How Cities, States and Businesses Are Already 
Fighting Climate Change Without Trump” by Justin Worland – June 2, 2017. This article deals with how, despite 
Trump pulling us out of the Paris Accord, others will carry the banner for the environment forward. I was very 
interested in this information: “ the governors of New York, California and Washington announced the United 
States Climate Alliance, which commits members to working toward the targets of the Paris Agreement without 
federal support. Those three states alone represent more than 20% of the country's GDP and 10% of its greenhouse 
gas emissions.”  You can read more of journalist Justin Worland’s writings on energy and the environment, and 
conservation at http://time.com/author/justin-worland/.   

Environmental Justice Resources By Debra Gerrish 
Douglas United Methodist Women 

It was a blessing for me to have the opportunity to attend the Spiritual Growth Retreat!  

Although I was looking forward to a weekend away from home my heart and my mind 

were worried and occupied with many difficult personal and family issues.  After the in-

troduction on the first night I truly felt that I was not alone on my journey.   

 

Yes, the title of the weekend, "Walk with Wholeness" encouraged me that I'm not 

alone, God is my refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  The wor-

ship services were very uplifting and the experience of walking on the labyrinth 

was very amazing.  It was a spirit-filled weekend and a joyful gathering and I am 

grateful for  the UMW funds that enabled me to par- ticipate!  

 

Not alone on my journey Ofa Finau 
Turnagain and North Star UMW 

Retreat participants Carolyn Lopez 
and Ofa Finau at North Star Bible 
Camp in Willow. 

Left:  Alaska United Methodist Women 
retreat leaders Pastor Lisa Talbott and 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator Deanne 
Handlong at North Star Bible Camp. 

Far Right:  Participants walking the labyrinth 

 

Right:   Retreat 
Leader Praveena  

Balasudaram,  
National UMW 

Director of Program  
Resources 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/05/18/climate/antarctica-ice-melt-climate-change-flood.html
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 Be part of an interdisciplinary team!  Join 800,000 members working for justice and supporting mission 

in a creative, inspirational and supportive fellowship!   

Alaska United Methodist Women have a Global reach with a local presence! 

United Methodist Women is a faith-based membership organization of laywomen within The United Methodist 
Church. UMW members are committed to growing as disciples of Jesus Christ in community with other women and 
advocating on behalf of women, children and youth around the world. United Methodist Women has been in 
mission for more than 140 years. 

You will be involved in decision making, listened to, mentored, trained, challenged, appreciated! 
 

Position:                  Alaska United Methodist Women Conference Treasurer 

 Term Begins:          January 1, 2018 

 Compensation:   Infinite moments of well-being, satisfaction and grace… the chance to give something back to 
your community and make a difference in the lives of women, youth and children around the globe. An opportunity 
to develop new skills or build on existing experience and knowledge. 

 Duties:   The conference treasurer is the financial officer for the conference United Methodist Women. Specifically, 
the conference treasurer:  

 Operates the only bank account of the conference United Methodist Women. 
 Receives funds from local unit treasurers and transmits them to the United Methodist Women National Office 
 Writes checks for all disbursements as approved by the leadership team, recording the date, payee, reason for 

payment and amount on the check stub. All disbursements should be entered in the cash book or in the 
computer records. 

 Maintains regular contact with local unit treasurers & the national treasurer of the United Methodist Women. 
 Makes sure that the conference president receives and reviews a copy of the bank statement each month in a 

timely manner. 
 Sends itemized financial statements to leadership team members at least quarterly and makes a written report 

to each meeting of the conference executive committee and at the conference annual meeting. 
 Sees that all financial records are reviewed annually.  
 Works in cooperation with the conference mission coordinator for education and interpretation to encourage 

giving to mission with emphasis on the importance of Mission Giving. 
 Works with the conference secretary of program resources as she orders and sells materials. 
 Provides resources for local unit treasurers, serving as their contact person, and attends training events 

provided by the national office. 
 Serves as chairperson of the committee on finance and serves on the leadership team and committees on 

program and Mission u.  
 

To apply:  Contact a Committee on Nominations Representative in your area! 

  Ruby Nofziger, Chair  907-235-6774 or 405-714-1967      rknofziger @gmail.com 
  Crystal Feaster   907-677-0304 or 907-244-9971              kindnessmatters@hotmail.com 
  Ofa Finau    907-440-9805                                      finau_ofa@yahoo.com 
  Vicki Keele   907-747-0637 or 907-623-7063              vicki.keele@gmail.com 
  

Leadership by Choice—Help Wanted! 

tel:(907)%20235-6774
tel:(405)%20714-1967
http://gmail.com
tel:(907)%20677-0304
tel:(907)%20244-9971
mailto:kindnessmatters@hotmail.com
tel:(907)%20440-9805
mailto:finau_ofa@yahoo.com
tel:(907)%20747-0637
tel:(907)%20623-7063
mailto:vicki.keele@gmailcom


Target   Peace   
 a Mini-Newsletter from the Racial Justice Task Force 
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The social justice focus of our upcoming Annual Gathering 
will be Criminalization of Communities of Color and Mass 

Incarceration, Maternal  and Child Health, and Hate Crimes 
in Communities.  You will have the opportunity to 

participate in all three topics during the plenaries we have 
scheduled throughout the weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The prayer below was written for Easter, by Janis H. Rosheuvel, Executive Secretary for Racial Justice, United 
Methodist Women, Church Center for the United Nations . 

Pray 

O God of love, struggle, and reconciliation, on this most holy of days, imbue us with Your 
divine will to fight for justice. Help us to remember those who, like Jesus, experience the 
corruption and brutality of oppressive systems created with the intention of benefiting 
the powerful. As we commemorate today, O Lord, the trial and death of Your Son Jesus 
Christ, who resisted the powers of his day that targeted marginalized minority groups, 
trouble our hearts with the parallels between Jesus’ time and the brutal realities of our 
own time's systemic criminalization of communities of color. Remind us of our brothers 
and sisters struggling with the vast race-based inequalities of the criminal justice system. 
And compel us to pray, study and act for justice to the benefit of all Your people. 

The following articles were submitted by members of the Alaska UMW Racial 
Task Force. It is our endeavor to bring the current news to you.   



Racial Justice Award 
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Racial justice is an ongoing focus of United Methodist Women mission work. We conduct regular racial justice 
workshops with members, and work in coalition with human and civil rights groups to track hate-crimes and to 
promote racial justice in the United States and the world.  United Methodist Women's Charter for Racial Justice 
was created and adopted by the Women’s Division in 1978 and successfully adopted by the whole denomination 
in 1980. General Conference has consecutively readopted it, every eight years since, most recently in 2016. The 
Charter continues our urgent call for study and action on the principles and goals of its vision.  Read the Charter 
at http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter/. 
 

Each year, the Alaska Conference United Methodist Women seek to honor individuals or organizations whose 
efforts to overcome the barriers or racism, prejudice or injustice have made an impact in our communities.  
Nominations are welcomed from any member of the United Methodist church or by a local unit of United 
Methodist Women.  
 

Past recipients of the award have included people or organizations that: 

work in school settings developing multi-culturally programs, or 
lead racial tolerance workshops, or 
advocate for, support and provide  necessary supplies for maternal and child health  
advocate for underserved populations, or 
serve in prison ministries, or 
are opposed to the death penalty, or 
responded to critical needs of the Siberian Yupik people in Chutkotka, Russia, or 
formed interfaith peace and justice groups, or 
have been influential in raising awareness of the problems that land mines cause. 
 

All have worked effortlessly to protect the civil and political rights of a diversity of people. 
 
Anyone can nominate a person for this award.  Please feel free to copy the nomination form (next page) and 
hand it out to neighbors, co-workers, friends and family.  Post a copy in your church.  If you have questions 
about the award, please contact a member of the Racial Justice Task Force. 
 

Alaska United Methodist Women Racial Justice Task Force 

Bonnie Miller, Chair 
52380 Lisburne Avenue 
Kenai, AK  99611 

(H) 907-776-8555 
bonitajane@yahoo.com 

Crystal Feaster 
 2907 Wind Chase Court 

Anchorage, AK 99507 

(H) 907-677-0304 
(C) 907-244-9971 
kindnessmatters@hotmail.com  

Carolyn Lopez 
 PO Box 7483 

Nikiski, AK  99635 

(C) 907-513-9181 
clopez6783@icloudcom 

Kathrine Miller 
8124 E 2nd Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99504 

(H) 907-338-1434 
(C) 907-351-7073 
katiemillerak@gmail.com  

Judy Shoup 
3451 Denali Avenue 
Ketchikan, AK  99901  

907-225-7052 
1jashoup@kpunet.net 

Elena Snyder 
2909 Carnaby Way 
Anchorage, AK  99504 

(C) 907-250-0604 
Snyder.snoopy.elena03@gmail.com 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter/
mailto:bonitajane@yahoo.com
mailto:kindnessmatters@hotmail.com
mailto:clopez.casa@gmail.com
mailto:katiemillerak@gmail.com
mailto:1jashoup@kpunet.net
mailto:Snyder.snoopy.elena03@gmail.com
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DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 

 

DATE    

NOMINEE              

ADDRESS              

PHONE      EMAIL       

 

SUBMITTED BY:             

CHURCH/LOCAL UMW UNIT/OTHER:          

ADDRESS:              

PHONE:     EMAIL:        

 

Below,  please write a brief narrative identifying why this nominee should be considered 
and how their commitment and actions relate to the Charter for Racial Justice. 

Send to:  Bonnie Miller, UMW President, 52380 Lisburne Avenue, Kenai, AK  99611 bonitajane@yahoo.com 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
               



Racial Justice Charter National Support Team 

PAGE 16 ALASKA WOMEN’S RESPONSE  JUNE 2017  

What is cyber bullying? Cyber bullying is where people hide behind a screen and anonymously tear others apart.  It can be 
threats, cruel words, or simply constant negativity. All are forms of bullying and can be harmful to the receiver. Our words 
matter more then we think they do!  

Cyber bullying is often anonymous. People can use false names 
and emails or use the anonymous options that many sites offer. 
They abuse the opportunity to say things without having to say 
who they are. They often will be degrading or flat out 
disrespectful.  

Bullying can often leave mental scars on those that have been 
bullied. It can be a lasting problem with their own self-image or a 
fear of interacting with others. These scars can sometimes fade 
but they never really disappear completely. This can sometimes 
effect the person that was bullied in their future and their life.  

The  game Hangman is a good example of how words can affect a person. The incorrect letters can show how each interaction 
with a bully ends with more and more scars collecting. The word is a simple way of showing life and all its 
twists and turns. AS we face that feat, the person, in a way, is each of us and none of us as we step in and 
out of that shadow that is bullying. 

Cyber bullying is painful for those that experience it and that pain can stay with them. But there is an 

effortless way to cut down on bullying in general, and that is to step up and tell people to stop. It is to tell 

people things like “Hey that’s not cool” or “That’s not funny” because often if confronted,  the aggressor 

may back off.  It might not have been purposeful that they were being mean – at times it can be a simple 

misunderstanding.  

 

Cyber-Bullying Kathrine Miller 
Alaska Racial Justice Task Force 

In January 2016, the Racial Justice Charter Support Team (RJCS) convened for the first time. The team was 
created to help give Racial Justice Charter committees across the nation the concrete tools to meet the urgent 
internal and external racial justice needs they face on a daily basis. The RJCS Team consists of five two-person 
teams that were designed deliberately to be cross-racial in each jurisdiction. More details to come on how you 
can reach out to and get resources from the team!  

The Racial Justice Charter Support Team  
Left to right, back:  Deborah Williams, Vicki Busby, Clara Esther, Bernice McCray, Left to Right, Front:  Jessie 

Cunningham, Janis Rosheuvel, Bonnie Miller, Nichea Ver Veer Guy, Kathy Fitzjeffries, Susan Kim. 
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Imagine being in a cage where you can’t get out for the rest of your life. I t can start as a teenager when you are 

with friends caught by the police in your own neighborhood.  A Police team comes by, makes you spread eagle as 

they search for drugs. Maybe they find some on you or on your friends and you are arrested along with the 

others and sent to jail. You are questioned and perhaps the prosecutor will  encourage you to plead guilty to get 

a better sentence. You end up in jail for five years. Then  you get out with just enough money to take a bus home. 

You go right back to the neighborhood that you came from. You find out that you can’t find a job with a felony on 

your record. Neither can you get public housing or food stamps. Neither can you vote or be on a jury or get a 

student loan. What choice do you have but to go back to jail? This is the analogy that Michelle Alexander 

describes in her book The New Jim Crow. The African-American male is subjected to being in a cage as each piece 

of wire is put on by the police the prosecutors and the laws that are written that do not lead to allowing an 

offender or even a innocent person to get out of the cage. 

 

Professor Alexander the Author of the book tells the truth about the way the penal system works, instead of the 

way it has been advertised. She says that the “Get Tough” on drugs beginning with the  Nixon- Regan era and 

continuing on with each successive administration has devastated the African -American Community. About 1/3 of 

all African Americans will spend time in prison. 

 

When the war on drugs began police were given money to catch those selling and using drugs, instead of going 

to the white suburbs or the frat houses, police spend most of their time in the ghettos where poor people lived 

and were dealing in drugs to earn money to support their families in some cases, as well as to satisfy their 

addictions. The police would not just catch these drug users and dealers in the streets but they would go into 

homes banging in doors and arresting people right in front of their children, taking away their fathers or sons and 

locking them up for five to ten years depending on the drug. Many times in jail there was not any sort of 

schooling or training available and when they got out of jail they were stigmatized for life as felons. 

 

Professor Alexander calls it a caste system. It affects us all not just the 23 million behind bars but 4.8 million on 

probation or parole and more whose criminal record stigmatizes them for life. 

Many white people are not aware of the problem or are indifferent to it or think that it is the choice made by the 

criminal and therefore not our problem and totally their fault. 

 

Alexander challenges us to think of what a truly just system would look like. Some of 

the questions she asks are: “ Would we criminalize the possession drugs for personal 

use? Would we treat drug use as an addiction, a public health problem, not a crime? 

Would we decriminalize drugs, stop caging people? Would we end the war on drugs 

and which means ending  zero  tolerance policies?” She says that we need to “base our 

criminal justice system on the principles of restorative justice systems that seek the 

interests of the victim, the offender and the community as a whole. In other words, 

public opinion must change. Our fears and prejudices have been exploited and our lack 

of care about “Those People” have caused the problem. 

  

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
By Ruby Nofziger 



The PURPOSE  
of United Methodist Women 

 

The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church as the official mission statement of United Methodist 
Women. 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose 
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 

Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand 
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 

of the church. 

52380 Lisburne Avenue 
Kenai, AK  99611 

A L A S K A  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S LEGACY FUND 
 

Online: unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy fund 
By Phone: 800-278-7771 (Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. [EST]) 

By Mobile Phone: Text LEGACY150 to 41444 
By Mail:  Make checks payable to United Methodist Women Treasurer’s Office 

475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115   
Write "The Legacy Fund" in the memo section. 

 

Thank you! 

We’re on the web! 
https://sites.google.com/site/

alaskaumw/  

Its easy to 

give! 

2017 Leadership Team Contact Information 
President - Bonnie Miller     (H) 907-776-8555 (C) 907-440-1636 bonitajane@yahoo.com 

Vice President - Ashley Palm   (C)360-742-8769  ashleypalm72@gmail.com 

Secretary - Lori Staats     (H) 907-522-2579  (C) 907-351-4498  staatslori@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Valerie Butler    (H) 907-333-7688  cariboucreek@msn.com 

Program Resources - Bobbie Allen  (H) 907-336-0500  (C) 870-883-0714  bobbiekallen@gmail.com  

Education & Interpretation - Linda Heim  (H) 907-345-0204 (C) 907-301-2144  lindalouheim@gmail.com  

Membership Nurture & Outreach - Nora Ribbens (H) 907-776-3431 (C) 907-398-3431  noraribbens@gmail.com  

Committee on Nominations Chair  - Ruby Nofziger (H) 907-235-6774 (C) 405-714-1967  rknofziger@gmail.com  

Legacy Liaison - Julia Smith   (C) 907-738-6336  juliamoose@gmail.com 

Dean of Mission Education - Jenn Miller  (H) 907-338-1434 (C) 907-351-0274  Alaskan_miller_girl@yahoo.com 

Racial Justice Task Force - Bonnie Miller  (H) 907-776-8555 (C) 907-440-1636 bonitajane@yahoo.com 

Western Jurisdiction Leadership - Barbara Mitchell (H) 907-789-3552 (C)  907-321-5093  cbmitch@hotmail.com 

National UMW Director - Susan Williams  (H) 907-337-6741  (C) 907-317-0406  smwilliams@gci.net 

   
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://women.org/legacyfund
mailto:bonitajane@yahoo.com
mailto:bonitajane@yahoo.com
mailto:staatslori@gmail.com
mailto:cariboucreek@msn.com
mailto:bobbiekallen@gmail.com
mailto:noraribbens@gmail.com
mailto:rknofziger@gmail.com
mailto:bonitajane@yahoo.com

